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Visit the city web site at www.grossepointepark.org

Holiday Tree lighting and Gift
Market scheduled for Wed. Nov. 29

   6:30 p.m. at The Tompkins Community Center

Be sure to bring the whole family to our Holiday Tree lighting ceremony that will take place
promptly at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 29 directly behind the Tompkins Community Cen-
ter.

Mayor Heenan will present the traditional  “Key to the City” to Santa Claus.  Once again, the
Good News Singers Quartet will perform several yuletide selections and hot chocolate and cookies
will be served.  Additionally, a free Christmas movie will be shown at the Okulski Family Theater
beginning at 8:00 p.m.

                   A “New” holiday shopping destination!
This annual family event will be more enjoyable with the addition of the Gift Market that will be

presented in the Tompkins Community Center immediatley following the Tree lighting at approximatley
7:00 p.m.  The market will feature 18 different vendors selling Christmas candles, wreaths, holiday
roping, desserts, vintage wares, scarves, purses, ornaments, jew-
elry, centerpieces, teas, soaps and much more.

     Circle this date on your calendar!

Once again, Mayor Heenan will welcome Santa to our
Tree lighting and “Lunch with Santa” events.

Lunch with Santa
Saturday, December 2, 2006

 Santa is scheduled to have lunch with the children from Grosse Pointe Park on Saturday Dec. 2.  Lucky for us he is willing
to stay all afternoon, so we have scheduled three different times for lunch, pictures and crafts.

We can only accommodate 25 children and their parents for each lunch time.  We will take registration until December 1 or
until capacity is reached.  Make reservations by sending in the registration form on page 15 with your payment, or visit the
Parks and Recreation office at Windmill Pointe Park.

Lunch Times:  10:30-11:30 a.m. 12:00-1:00 p.m. 1:30-2:30 p.m.
                 Fee:  $5.00 per child, $3.00 per attending adult (this includes lunch for all, a craft and photo with
                           Santa for the children)

Be certain to take advantage of the great
holiday prices to be offered at the Gift Market!

    Vote on November 7
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The Park Communicator is published four times a year--February, May, August and November--by the City of Grosse
Pointe Park.  The Park Communicator is the voice of the City and City Council.

Mayor Palmer Heenan
Mayor Pro Tem Gregory Theokas
Council Members Daniel E. Clark, Shirley J. Kennedy, James Robson, Daniel C. Grano

Gregory Theokas, Robert Denner
City Attorney Herold Deason
City Manager Dale Krajniak
City Clerk/FinanceDirector Jane Blahut
Editor George Blair III
Editor’s note:  Any correspondence can be sent to 15115 E. Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park, MI  48230

                            Attn: Parks & Recreation ;           E-Mail to:  blairg@grossepointepark.org

CITCITCITCITCITY PHONE NUMBERSY PHONE NUMBERSY PHONE NUMBERSY PHONE NUMBERSY PHONE NUMBERS

911 - EMERGENCIES ONLY

Municipal Offices-Municipal Offices-Municipal Offices-Municipal Offices-Municipal Offices-

AAAAAutututututomatomatomatomatomated Ted Ted Ted Ted Telephone Syelephone Syelephone Syelephone Syelephone Syssssstttttem:em:em:em:em:

Main Number......................313-822-6200
0 - For the operator
1 - Public Services, Building Department and
      Assessment
2 - Water & Sewerage Billing
3 - Public Safety
4 - Municipal Court

DirDirDirDirDirect Lines:ect Lines:ect Lines:ect Lines:ect Lines:

Public Safety: 313-822-7400
Public Service: 313-822-5020
Voting & Elections: 313-822-4380
Tax Information: 313-822-4267
Building Inspector: 313-822-4368
Water Billing: 313-822-7650

Municipal Court: 313-822-3535
City Forester: 313-822-6200

    (ext. 271)

PPPPParararararkkkkks & Rs & Rs & Rs & Rs & Recrecrecrecrecreationeationeationeationeation

     3     3     3     3     3111113-822-283-822-283-822-283-822-283-822-281111122222

Okulski Theatre Information Press 1
Lavins Activity Center Press 2
Park Office / Tompkins Center Press 3
Outside Gate / Windmill Pte. 822-5155
Patterson Park Gatehouse 822-1681

     Community

New residents can apply for park passes in the Public Service
Department.

Office Hours:   Monday - Friday
    8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Telephone:       313-822-4365

PLEASE NOTE:  Driver’s licenses and other forms of identification will
not be accepted for entrance to the parks.  Be certain that you
and your family have valid park passes for 2007.

Please remember that park passes are needed year round to enter both
parks for residents 7 yrs. and older.

Homeowners and renters will be renewing their passes in 2007.  Passes
and guest cards presently in use will be valid until June 15, 2007.

Prior to June 15, current homeowners will be receiving applications for
renewal.  Applications for renters will be available prior to June 15 at both
Park gatehouses and in the Public Service Department at City Hall.  Ap-
plications must be fully completed including birth dates.  Incomplete
applications will not be processed for validation.

Important information regarding
           2007 Park PassesPark Hours

Patterson Park
8:00 a.m. to Dusk

Skating Rink
10:00 a.m to 8:00 p.m.
Windmill Pointe Park

8:00 a.m. to Dusk

Please take notice...
Beginning with the 2007 passes, a separate guest card will no longer

be issued.
Residents 17 and under will be allowed 1 guest per visit.
Residents 18 and over will be allowed 3 guests per visit.

                       Picnic Permits
Picnic Permits will be issued at the Parks and Recreation office starting

Tuesday, January 2, 2007 for next season.  Call 822-2812 ext. 200

• Permits are available for Windmill Pointe and Patterson Park
• You may apply for a permit Monday-Friday from 8-4 p.m.
• A maximum of 25 guests are allowed on a permit
• Charge for permits are $10 week-days and $20 week-ends
• Permits will not be issued Memorial Day, 4th of July or Labor Day
• There are picnic limits per day.  Make your reservation early
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In 1994 Proposal A was passed in an effort to curb significant increases in assessed values to homeowners.  While these increases were previously offset in
part to reductions of community millage rates, it has assisted in limiting tax increases for existing homeowners.

For example, in the prior three years alone Grosse Pointe Park received an average increase in City taxes collected of less than 3%.  However, excessive tax
increases were allocated to home buyers due to the tax assessment uncapping process during this same period.  This uncapping burden has contributed to limiting
home sales and accompanying values within Grosse Pointe Park and throughout Michigan.

California, which has a similar uncapping procedure offered relief to this uncapping penalty through their Propositions 60 & 90.
These propositions allowed citizens to acquire a home of equal or lesser value than their existing home and transfer the current taxable value to their new

property.  This provided tax relief for buyers when relocating.

To better explain the penalty of the uncapping prices, the City of Grosse Pointe Park collected 2.3% in additional revenues due to rising assessed values in 2005.

During this same period, approximately 188 home sales occurred resulting in an uncapping for those residences.  The corresponding tax increase resulted in
homes sold bearing 44% of the tax increase while the estimated 4,000 remaining homes shared the remaining 56%.

The uncapping process, thus limited existing homeowner’s tax increase to l.0l% in 2005, but caused double digit increases in many cases in excess of 50% to
buyers.  Therefore, while the City gained no additional funds, buyers absorbed drastic increases in tax liability.

In summary, negative impacts created by Proposal A include:

� Excessive tax increases by homebuyers, in most cases rising by double digits
� Tax uncapping penalty limits selling prices
� Uncapping tax penalty further constrains home sales
� Penalizes seniors wishing to downsize
� Creates a dis-incentive for homeowners to relocate within their communities
� Creates a tax disparity between neighbors sharing the same services
� Limits homebuyers purchasing power for housing
� Offer little or no gain to local taxing authorities and limits home owners equity

Andrew Richner, former State Representative, along with the Grosse Pointe Park City Council recommended relief similar to the California Propositions 60 &
90 to the State Legislature which would allow new homebuyers to relocate within the State with a suggested maximum uncapping of 10% over the prior tax value
of the acquired property and further recommended seniors acquiring homes of equal or lesser value to transfer such tax values.

To date the State Legislature has not actively sought to resolve the tax uncapping penalty.

                                1994 PROPOSAL  A  IMPACTS

The Tompkins Community Center  is located at Windmill Pointe Park.
The Center’s main function is to host parties.  The Center’s capacity is 129
people, and can comfortably seat 100 people.  It is available only for Park resi-
dents to rent for various family functions.

Rental rates for 2007 are:
Monday - Thursday (daytime or evening function) $250
Fri., Sat., & Sun. 1:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. $350
Wedding Receptions $550
Monday - Thursday  hourly rate (up to 3 hours maximum)
$75 for 1st hour and $50 per hour after.
For additional information or reservations please call 822-2812 ext 201.
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              A letter from Dr. Dinesh Telang,
President of The Grosse Pointe Park Foundation

� The Lavins Activity Center, which includes over 1200 residents taking advantage of the
state-of-the-art health facility, and the Okulski Theater, with late first-run movies in the
only  Movie Theatre in the Grosse Pointes.

� Dugout and Concession improvements at Defer for the Grosse Pointe Park Little League.
� The Hutton Ice Rink.
� The Boardwalk at Patterson Park.
� The Splash Pad.
� The Lindell Warming Lodge.
� The Playscape at Defer
� Jefferson Avenue Streetscape.

We are currently soliciting suggestions for smaller projects while we continue to pursue our
plans for the Grosse Pointe Center for the Arts for the space on Jefferson in front of the new
Park Branch of the Grosse Pointe Public Library.

I believe the Foundation has been instrumental in improving the quality of life for residents of our
‘club’, the City of Grosse Pointe Park.  Our overhead amounts to less than 4%, largely due to the
expenses of our annual  Summer Fundraiser.  I’m asking on behalf of the Board for you to consider
joining or renewing your membership in the Foundation.  Membership is $50.00 annually, is
tax-deductible and will include you on our mailing list for invitations to social events such as the
Summer Fundraiser, the Foundation Film Festival, Euchre Tournament, Taste of Grosse Pointe, and
most recently, the Fourth of July Celebration.

If you have any questions about membership, please feel free to call Kathy Willmer at 313-822-
4379.   We look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Dinesh J. Telang
President, Grosse Pointe Park Foundation

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The Grosse Pointe Park Foundation was created in 1984 for the express purpose of im-
proving the quality of life for residents of Grosse Pointe Park.  As our Mayor, Palmer Heenan
has said many times, “I like to consider the Park a club in which everyone is a member.”  To
that end, the Grosse Pointe Park Foundation has raised almost $2.1 million in private dona-
tions for projects directly related to improvements for the residents of our fine city.

Highlights of our past projects include:

                 The Boardwalk at Patterson Park

                     Marcks Park Clock Tower

                      Lavins Center Fitness Room       The Lindell Lodge at Patterson Park



5Parks & Recreation

Ice Skating Extravaganza ‘06
Thursday, December 7,  7:00 p.m.

Patterson Park

We will be hosting an Ice Skating Extravaganza this year on December 7 at Patterson Park on
the Hutton Ice Rink.

This half hour performance will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m.  There is no charge for this event.
Programs will be furnished as you enter the park.  Complimentary hot chocolate and cookies
will be served in the Lindell Lodge.

Bundle up because the best and only seat in the house will be outside.  Watch this skating
show under the lights while performers skate in rhythm to their choreographed music.

Come and see for yourself the skating talent in the Park!

Ice Skating Lessons
We are pleased to offer you a fantastic outdoor

skating program!  Our tot lessons will focus on basic
skills such as standing, falling properly, marching and
pushing to create momentum.  The instructors will
bring their enthusiasm of skating to Patterson Park to
share with their students. The class will follow the
guidelines of the United States Figure Skating Asso-
ciation. “Tot students” must wear the following attire
to class: thinsulate gloves, a hat to cover their ears
and hair, waterproof pants or a snowsuit and a hockey

helmet. Parents, please make sure the children’s skates are sharp and prop-
erly fitted – no double runners. (Helpful hint: have the children’s gear on be-
fore arriving at the rink.  Skate guards will protect the blades.)  Parents may
watch from the warmth of the Lindell Lodge.

Tuesdays Noon – 12:30 or 12:30 – 1:00 p.m.  3-6 year olds
5 weeks $40.00
Session I December 5, 12, 19, January 2, 9
Session II January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13

The Parks and Recreation Department will be hosting a special Valentine’s
Day Skate on Saturday, February 10 from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. at the Hutton Ice
Rink at Patterson Park.  This one hour will be exclusively
for the Valentine Day Skate participants.  All ages of skat-
ers are welcome to come and participate in this free out-
door activity.  We encourage parents to come along with
their children to join in the fun!  Please arrive promptly.
We play games and skate to music. Cookies and hot
chocolate will be served in our new warming house.

Valentines Day Skate
 Saturday, February 10, 07

Sign your children up for an hour of play in running, ducking, catching and
throwing in an assortment of dodge ball games in the Golden Family Gymnasium.
This popular game is lots of laughs with the kids and went over so well last year
that it’s back!  Players don’t need to worry about getting hit because all the balls
that are used are soft coated foam balls.  We will have our instructor explain the
rules, monitor the games and set up the teams.  Sign up and pay at the Lavins
Center Reception Desk by Tuesday, January 2, 2007.

Saturdays 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 5 - 10 year old girls and boys
5 weeks $17.00
Session I January 6, 13, 20, 27, February 10
Session II February 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17
Participants need to wear gym shoes and comfortable clothes.

           Dodge Ball for Kids

Gre
at F

un!

This class is designed for beginners and for those of you who need to brush up
on your skills. You will need to bring 4 clubs to the first class. A wood, 7 iron,
pitching wedge and a putter. Practical hands-on instruction and video taping of
each golfer will take place during each session. Golf lessons will be taught in the
Golden Family Gymnasium accommodating up to 15 participants. Sign up early
with your friends to reserve your spot!

Tuesdays, 5 classes   7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  $65.00

Session I January 9, 16, 23, 30, February 6
Session II February 13, 20, 27, March 6, 13

Instructor: Matt Bodde, Golf  Pro at the Country Club of Detroit

Adult Golf Instruction
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      Tiny Tots
         Taught by Suzanne Piepszowski

Tiny Tots is a developmentally based gross motor class designed for children
18-36 months old.  Along with their parents, the children learn how to move in fun
and challenging ways while dancing to music and playing games with new friends.

SESSION II 7 weeks $49.00

Tiny Tots: Tuesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
November 7, 14, 21, 28, December 5, 12, 19

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
November 8, 15, 22, 29, December 6, 13, 20

  Pipsqueaks P.E.
    Taught by Suzanne Piepszowski

Pipsqueaks is a class for children 3-6 years old who are ready to move, dance
and play independently from their parents.  This is a great class designed to get
their bodies moving in a fun and energetic way while learning new developmental
skills.

Enrollment is limited to 12 children per class.  If necessary, we can add an
additional class on Tuesday or Wednesday depending on demand.  We could add
a 2:00-3:00 p.m. class either day.  There must be at least 6 children enrolled to run
a class.

Pipsqueaks: Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m.
November 7, 14, 21, 28, December 5, 12, 19

Wednesdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m
November 8, 15, 22, 29, December 6, 13, 20

SESSION II 7 weeks $49.00

SESSION I 7 weeks $49.00

Tiny Tots: Tuesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7, 14

SESSION I 7 weeks $49.00

Pipsqueaks: Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m.
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13

Wednesdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7, 14

  Adult Karate Class

Adult karate classes are now being offered.  Come and join this on
going Tang Soo Do class held on Thursday evenings from 7:45 p.m. to 8:45
p.m.  Your age, your sex, even your physical condition does not matter in
karate.  There is room for everyone.  As a classical martial art its purpose
is to develop every aspect of the self, mind, body, emotions, and spirit.
Training in the martial arts can help alleviate the stresses and tensions in
today’s society.  Learning a martial art is something that truly changes your
life, and not only makes you physically flexible and strong but also strengthens
your mind.  Along with the traditional stances, kicks, punches, and forms,
practical self defense skills are taught.

This class is taught by Instructor Lisa Santi and Sensei Marino Santi

    Thursdays 7:45 p.m.  Lavins Center

             8 week course $50.00

Congratulations to our
Tournament Champions!

Windmill Pointe Park Tennis Tournament

Men’s Singles - Jim Beardslee
Men’s Doubles - Donald Parschall

Dick Keller

Woman’s Singles - Leslie Trudel
Woman’s Doubles - Jennifer Blanzy

Kathy Flynn

Mixed Doubles - Ken Prather
Kathy Flynn

Parent/Child - Kevin Daudlin
Sean O’donnell-Daudlin

Windmill Pointe Co-ed Volleyball Tournament

Competative League - The Trilobytes
Captain - Tony Notarangelo

Recreational League - Supreme Court
Captain - Kurt Bekowies
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Karate for Kids
Instructor: Lisa Santi

This popular martial arts program continues another season of
learning, skill development and advancement. The “Turn of the Tide”,
Martial Arts program works to teach students to gain confidence in
themselves and their abilities. These classes are ongoing and new
students are always welcomed. Classes are held in the gymnasium
in the Lavins Activity Center. Class sizes are limited.

       Karate for Teens

A teen karate class is now being offered that is designed just for you. Designed
by teens for teens, each class will start with a fun warm up to music and then a
traditional karate lesson.  Training in the martial arts enhances the physical skills of
strength, fitness, balance, coordination, and flexibility along with the mental skills
of focus, concentration, patience, courage, confidence, perseverance, respect, dis-
cipline and dedication. Issues that teens face today and self defense techniques
will also be woven into this specially designed class.  Sensei Marino Santi will be
co-teaching this class to mentor the students.Forms Class   ( NEW! )

The Forms Class is new this year and is designed for students to improve their Forms training.  This class is offered to students who have attained the rank of Junior Red
Belt or 9th Gup Blue Belt and higher.  In this class students will perfect their current forms making them tournament quality and begin working on their next form.  This class
is good for both the student that enjoys the beauty of the art of “forms” and the student who struggles with forms and wants to improve in this area of their martial arts
training.  In a normal 8 week session of Karate, forms are practiced for two weeks.  In this class we will work on forms every week helping you to improve and retain your
knowledge.

Beginners classes are for students ages 5 years to 8 years old that are new to Karate or have attained a Junior Ranking from Junior Yellow Belt to Junior Red Belt.

Advanced classes are for students 9 years old an up that are new to Karate or students that have attained the rank of 8th Gup Purple Belt and up.

Sparring class is for all students regardless of age or rank.  Sparring class should be taken in conjunction with a beginner or Advanced Karate class.

Weapons class is for students who have attained the rank of 6th Gup Green Belt or higher and should be taken in conjunction with an Advanced Karate class.

Teen class is for all students born in or before 1994 regardless of rank.

Registration will be on Saturday, November 4, from 9:00 a.m.
             to Noon at The Lavins Activity Center.

Session II
Mondays - 4:15 p.m. Beginners Class - 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 1/8, 1/22
Mondays - 5:30 p.m. Advanced Class ages 9 & up.  Same dates as above.

Tuesdays - 4:15 p.m. Beginners Class - 11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 1/9, 1/16
Tuesdays - 4:30 p.m. Sparring Class.  Same dates as above.
Tuesdays - 5:30 p.m. Advanced Class.  Same dates as above.

Wednesdays - 4:15 p.m.  Beginners Class - 11/15, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20, 1/10, 1/17, 1/24
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m.  Advanced Class ages 9 & up.  Same dates as above.

Thursdays - 4:15 p.m.  Forms Class - 11/16, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 1/11, 1/18, 1/25
Thursdays - 4:30 p.m.  Weapons Class.  Same dates as above.
Thursdays - 5:30 p.m.  Teen Class.  Same dates as above.
Thursdays - 7:45 p.m.  Adult Class

Mondays - 4:15 p.m. Beginners Class - 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26
Mondays - 5:30 p.m. Advanced Class ages 9 & up.  Same dates as above.

Tuesdays - 4:15 p.m. Beginners Class - 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27
Tuesdays - 4:30 p.m. Sparring Class.  Same dates as above.
Tuesdays - 5:30 p.m. Advanced Class.  Same dates as above.

Wednesdays - 4:15 p.m.  Beginners Class - 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m.  Advanced Class ages 9 & up.  Same dates as above.

Thursdays - 4:15 p.m.  Forms Class - 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29
Thursdays - 4:30 p.m.  Weapons Class.  Same dates as above.
Thursdays - 5:30 p.m.  Teen Class.  Same dates as above.
Thursdays - 7:45 p.m.  Adult Class

        ( NEW! )
Gymnastics Class

InstrucInstrucInstrucInstrucInstructttttororororor:  B:  B:  B:  B:  Barb Tarb Tarb Tarb Tarb Thomsonhomsonhomsonhomsonhomson

Basic tumbling skills taught, working on floor mats only. Rolls,
cartwheels, handstands, etc. will be taught according to the level of
the class. Emphasis will be on strength, flexibility and coordination.
With positive reinforcement the students will build the courage to try
new skills. For both boys and girls. Comfortable gym clothes with no
zippers should be worn to class. Must have a minimum of 8 students
per class to run. Please register at the Lavins Activity Center.

7 - 11 yr. olds  Tues. 5 weeks   $40.00    7:30-8:15 p.m.
November 21, 28, December 5, 12, 19

5 - 8  yr. olds  Sat. 5 weeks    $40.00   11:15-Noon
December 2, 9, 16, January 6

Session III

 Lavins Activity Center

SESSION I

SESSION II

5 - 7 yr. olds Sat. 7 weeks $56.00 11:15-Noon
8 - 11 yr. olds Sat. 7 weeks $56.00 Noon-12:45
January 27, February 10, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Please note...  All Karate
   classes are $50.00
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Want to get into shape, visit with friends, or just looking for a
place to relax?

The Lavins Activity Center offers many recreational options
for residents to take part in during the summer months.  Mem-
berships in the Meade Fitness Center for a workout to get into
shape, or a Class Membership to partake in activities like Aero-
bics or Spinning.  If you’re just looking for a place to relax, the
McKeever Lounge may be the place for you to sit back, relax
and enjoy overlooking the park and watching the boats go by.
The Okulski Family Theatre offers movies on the big screen!  All
this is just minutes from your doorstep.

Winter 2006/07 MeadeWinter 2006/07 MeadeWinter 2006/07 MeadeWinter 2006/07 MeadeWinter 2006/07 Meade

Fitness Center HoursFitness Center HoursFitness Center HoursFitness Center HoursFitness Center Hours

Monday - Thursday 5:30 a.m. 10:00 p.m.
Friday 5:30 a.m.   9:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:00 a.m.    8:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.    8:00 p.m.

MEADE FITNESS CENTERMEADE FITNESS CENTERMEADE FITNESS CENTERMEADE FITNESS CENTERMEADE FITNESS CENTER

Located on the second floor of the Lavins Activity Center is
the Meade Fitness Center.  Membership in the Fitness Center
(work-out room) can be purchased at the front desk in the Stevens
Atrium. A variety of workout equipment from free weights to
cardio is available to members, along with a great view of Lake
St. Clair while you exercise.

The classes that make up the Fitness Class Membership
are varied. They run the spectrum from Indoor Cycling to Fat
Burning Fridays.  If it’s the first time attending a class we strongly
suggest that you arrive 15 minutes earlier than a class is sched-
uled to meet the instructor and find out the class routine.  Fitness
class memberships can be purchased at the front desk in the
Stevens Atrium and classes are conducted in the gym.   A monthly
calendar/schedule is available at the Lavins Activity Center for
class days and times.  Classes are ongoing unless otherwise noted.

A combined fitness center AND  class membership
 can also be purchased.
 Stop by our front desk for a list of current prices
 and membership combinations.

Personal Trainers are also on staff, and members can make
 arrangements to set up a personal fitness routine at an
 additional cost.

Kids KKids KKids KKids KKids Kararararare Dre Dre Dre Dre Drop-Inop-Inop-Inop-Inop-In

For fitness class and fitness room members we have a drop-in
room so you can work out while knowing your kids are near-by.
Kids can be between six weeks and 9 years of age. Parents
purchase a Kids Kare Drop-In Card which is punched for each
visit. Cards may be purchased at the front desk.  Parents may
not leave the building while their children are in Kids Kare.

LocLocLocLocLockkkkker Rer Rer Rer Rer Roomsoomsoomsoomsooms

The Lavins Activity Center has locker rooms to shower and
change in if you choose. Please do not leave locks on lockers
overnight as these lockers are used by all, for other Lavins Ac-
tivity Center programs.

DOLORES & PAUL LAVINS ACTIVITY CENTER
Gym RGym RGym RGym RGym Rentententententalsalsalsalsals

Occasional Half-Court gym rentals of the Golden Family Gymnasium are avail-
able. Reservations may be made only 24-hours in advance (maximum) for basket-
ball, volleyball,  badminton and running games.  The fee is $20 per hour for half the
court.  Park passes are required for access to the park and the Lavins Activity
Center. Park Passes will be asked for at the reception desk to prove residency.
Patrons can invite one non-resident per resident for gym rental activities. However,
non-residents must arrive WITH residents; otherwise they will be denied entry. Passes
will be collected and held at the desk. The maximum number of people in the gym is
limited to 25 persons per side.

Proper tennis or gym shoes are required and shirts must be worn. If you are under
the age of 18 you will need your parent/guardian to be in attendance while you play.
Lockers are available.

Water bottles are permitted in the gym, but no other food or drinks are allowed.
Basketballs and volleyballs are available.  A complete list of gymnasium rules is
posted at the front desk.

The OkThe OkThe OkThe OkThe Okulski Fulski Fulski Fulski Fulski Familamilamilamilamily Theatry Theatry Theatry Theatry Theatreeeee

The Okulski Theatre offers a variety of movies on the BIG SCREEN.  Call
822-2812 and press Ext. 1, to hear the latest upcoming movie titles, times and
dates. The aroma of freshly popped popcorn and convenience to home are sure-
fire reasons to make it a date.

Ticket Prices:
Adults $6.00
Children under 12 $5.00
Seniors over 60 $5.00
Matinee (Movies starting before 5 p.m.) $4.00
Tickets are available for advance purchase on the same day.
The guest policy is one non-resident guest to each attending resident and guests

must arrive with the resident to gain access to the park. Residents are encouraged
to arrive early as movies start promptly at listed times.  Teens are advised to have
their park pass available for PG-13 rated movies.

LaLaLaLaLavins Avins Avins Avins Avins Activity Centctivity Centctivity Centctivity Centctivity Center Rer Rer Rer Rer Rentententententalsalsalsalsals

The Lavins Activity Center can be rented for various functions when it is not
scheduled for parks and recreation activities, classes or events. Reservations are
requested to be made at least 1 month in advance. For complete details please stop
in at the reception desk in the Stevens Atrium.

Capacity:
Okulski Theatre: 130 persons
McKeever Lounge: 25 persons
Power Point presentation: 40 persons

FeesFeesFeesFeesFees

Movie theatre rental for up to 35 people $160.00 (min)
Each additional person $5.00

Theatre for power point (8-noon or noon to 4) $160.00
Power Point for 8 hours $320.00
Lounge for up to 4 hours $60.00 for first hour,

$50 for each addtl. hour
Full Gym  w/other rental if available (one hour, limited activities) $50.00
Security Deposit required for all theatre and lounge rentals. $175.00
Checks/payments must be in the renting residents name and they must be in

attendance at the event.

Fitness Class Membership OfferingsFitness Class Membership OfferingsFitness Class Membership OfferingsFitness Class Membership OfferingsFitness Class Membership Offerings

Body TBody TBody TBody TBody Toning witoning witoning witoning witoning with Wh Wh Wh Wh Weightseightseightseightseights      taught by Jane Blahut
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.
Strength training is beneficial for men and women, no matter what their age or fitness level.  Weight training can help lose
 unwanted pounds and inches to prevent gradual accumulation of body fat that otherwise accompanies aging.
Do not abandon aerobic activity;   the two  diverse workouts complete each other.

Body X-CellenceBody X-CellenceBody X-CellenceBody X-CellenceBody X-Cellence ™  taught by Beverly Ruskus
Monday, Wednesday  6:30  - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday  8:15 - 9:15 a.m.
This class involves 20 minutes of low impact movements. The rest of the time is spent on weight training the arms and legs.
Abdominal and back work is included followed by relaxation and stretch. Working at one’s own pace is encouraged.

   Gr   Gr   Gr   Gr   Group Indoor Cyoup Indoor Cyoup Indoor Cyoup Indoor Cyoup Indoor Cycling  cling  cling  cling  cling  taught by Patty Logan/Jane Blahut/Carrie Moore/Mary Lutfy
Tuesday, Thursday morning 6:00 - 6:45 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday  Evening 6:40 - 7:25 p.m.
Saturday 7:00 - 8:00 a.m.
We will guide you through a challenging ride and build endurance and leg strength. You will need to reserve a bike the day before due
 to the popularity. Call after 12 noon the day before to reserve a space.

   Cardio Step & Stretch   Cardio Step & Stretch   Cardio Step & Stretch   Cardio Step & Stretch   Cardio Step & Stretch taught by Kelly Maher
Monday 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
This 60 minute class will shape and sculpt your entire body and burn fat. This class consists of 30-minutes of cardio sculpt with
weight and step bench and 30 minutes of lower body training, including abs, glutes, and hamstrings, all followed by a relaxing
stretch. Guaranteed to change your body shape and energize you!

   Y   Y   Y   Y   Yogogogogoga-Lata-Lata-Lata-Lata-Lates es es es es  taught by Kelly Maher
Wednesday 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
The craze continues! 60 minutes of intense but gentle workout focusing on strength, balance, and
control. Movements include the use of the mat and a variety of resistance equipment incorporating techniques, from Yoga, Pilates,
fitness strength training, and dance conditioning. You will burn calories and work muscles you didn’t even know you had.

PPPPPooooowwwwwer Yer Yer Yer Yer Yogogogogogaaaaa  taught by Mary Walsh/Carrie Moore
Monday, Wednesday 7:40 - 8:40 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
This class is physically challenging with a flowing sequence of yoga postures. It is designed to enhance strength with flexibility, while
reducing stress and invoking a sense of calmness and inner peace.

Senior Strength AerobicsSenior Strength AerobicsSenior Strength AerobicsSenior Strength AerobicsSenior Strength Aerobics  taught by Rita Moran and Beverly Ruskus
Tuesdays 11:30 - 12:30 p.m.
Friday 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
The class will begin with a warm up and lead into a low-impact simple aerobic workout. The hour will be completed with strength
training and floor exercises.

TTTTTai Chiai Chiai Chiai Chiai Chi  taught by Arlene Wetherby
Monday 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday   6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  (McKeever Lounge)
A famous tradition of “soft style” Chinese martial arts. This training concentrates on relaxed breathing techniques, looseness,
 coordination, stability and balance to generate power for self defense applications.

Body SculpBody SculpBody SculpBody SculpBody Sculptingtingtingtingting  taught by Mary Walsh
Tuesday, Friday 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
This class is designed to strengthen the major muscles, stabilizers and assistors of the body. Creating a balance of strength and
flexibility necessary to maintain a healthy lifestyle. All levels welcomed.

FFFFFat Burat Burat Burat Burat Burning Fning Fning Fning Fning Frrrrridaidaidaidaidayyyyy taught by Kelly Maher
Friday 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
A class combining strength training tools, yoga posture and core conditioning to increase heart rate without impact.
Bring a yoga mat and shoes.

Short SpinShort SpinShort SpinShort SpinShort Spin taught by Carrie Moore
Monday & Wednesday, Friday 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
“We’re just going for a short spin...” 30 Minutes of intense indoor cycling. Bikes must be reserved starting at noon the day
before short spin class.
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Our City maintains approximately 37 miles of street which are considered both local streets and major streets.

Major streets or through streets represent approximately 12 miles of the total and consist of streets such as
Charlevoix, Mack Avenue, Avondale, Essex and so forth.  Local streets or primary residential streets consist of
approximately 25 miles of our roads.

Annually, approximately $250,000 is expended on curb replacement and street resurfacing.  This past budget
year the streets of Trombley, a portion of Avondale and Three Mile Drive were resurfaced.

Overall our expectancy to properly maintain our street resurfacing program requires resurfacing of approxi-
mately 1.8 miles of streets per year which would allow for replacement paving once for each street every twenty
years.

Funds necessary to accomplish this goal is approximately $700,000 to $800,000 per year, leaving annual shortfall
conservatively of $400,000 annually.

As a shortfall of funds exist due in part to the reduction in state shared revenues and significant cost increases
in asphalt, the City Council will continue its efforts to maintain a system of resurfacing which achieves our long
term  requirements.

                                                                                                                             STREET REPAIR IN GROSSE POINTE PARK

        The back of the Sample Ballot is continued on pages 12 and 13
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              Community

     The Grosse Pointe Sail Club continues to stay busy and
look for ways to have fun and get together during the
winter months.  After a very successful summer of Tuesday
night races and a Regatta, we held our usual festive and
delicious Chili Party as well as a Lobster Party in the fall.  As
the colder temperatures arrive and the snow thinks about
dropping in we are looking forward to some winter gather-
ings.  A holiday party is planned for families and children on
December 10 and of course our annual Commodore’s Ball
is scheduled for January 13, 2007 at the Roostertail.

     Why don’t you consider joining the Grosse Pointe Sail
Club?  We have a lot of fun all year round and are always
looking for new members.  If you would like to inquire about
joining please call Pat Clark at 881-3101.

Grosse Pointe Sail Club

Scattered showers and gray skies failed to dampen or
diminish the turnout for the final “West Park Farmers Mar-
ket” held on September 30 in conjunction with the Defer
School “Fall Family Fun Festival”.

Over 50 vendors were on hand for shoppers to enjoy of-
fering everything from farm fresh produce to Starbucks
Coffee.  Live entertainment by “Wildfire”, a beer tent and
giant straw maze for the kids made this an enjoyable event
for all ages and concluded a third successful season for the
Farmers Market.

Look for information in the Spring Communicator regard-
ing next years market.

        West Park Farmers Market



14         Water Department/Public Service

      Holida Holida Holida Holida Holiday Ty Ty Ty Ty Trrrrrash & Rash & Rash & Rash & Rash & Recyecyecyecyecycling Sccling Sccling Sccling Sccling Schedulehedulehedulehedulehedule

Automatic Debit Payment Sign-Up Form

The Grosse Pointe Park Water Department is now ready to sign up all water
customers with ACH debit payment for paying your water bill.  This service will
allow you to have the City’s water department deduct the balance of your water
bill from your bank checking account on the due date.  Once it is established, you
will never pay a late fee or worry about your mailed check arriving at City Hall;
and no more changing your mailing address when you are out of town.

Many of our residents already have utility, loan and mortgage payments de-
ducted from their checking accounts, so they are aware of how quick and simple
the process is.  Please fill out the form below and return it, along with a voided
check, to the Grosse Pointe Park Water Department, 15115 East Jefferson Ave.
Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230. Please contact the water department with any
questions or concerns at 313-822-7650 or e-mail to jennym@grossepointepark.org.

Additional information  (please read carefully)

1. You will receive your water bill in the mail as always.  When the ACH
debit is set up, the pay stub will have “Do not pay” printed at the bottom.  The
funds will be deducted from your checking account on the due date.

2. After you sign up for the service, the first bill you receive will NOT be
deducted from your account.  Your bank information must first be ‘Pre-noted’,
which means: the information received from you must first be verified with the
bank to confirm its accuracy.  If we do not receive an error message from our
bank, then the information was deemed accurate, and the ACH debit will occur
with your next billing.

3. Final payments will never be automatically deducted, when a final read
is requested, the auto draft information will be inactivated.

NAME: _____________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

PHONE #: _____________________________________________

I hereby agree to allow the CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK to deduct, from my
checking account, the balance owing on my water bill on its bimonthly
due date.

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________

Thanksgiving Day  Nov. 23  No pick-up on
this date.
Thursday pick-ups on Friday, Nov. 24
Friday pick-ups on Saturday, Nov. 25

Christmas Day  Dec. 25  No trash or recycling.
All pick-ups delayed by one day this week.

New Year’s Day  Jan. 1, 07  No trash or
recycling.
All pick-ups delayed by one day this week.

WATER DEPARTMENT NOW
OFFERING ELECTRONIC

WITHDRAWALS

Attach voided
check here

Curbside Leaf Pick-up

Curbside leaf pick-up will begin the week of October 16, 2006 and con-
tinue until December 8, 2006 (weather permitting) Due to equipment break-
downs & weather, there is no set schedule. Once the truck has been on your
street the approximate turn around time will be 2 weeks.

         Snow Removal

As a courtesy to homeowners, snow and ice is cleared from sidewalks.  In
the event that the city is not able to do so, the occupant and or owner of every
lot ajoining any street shall clear all ice and snow within (12) hours after it
ceases to fall.

ELECTION DAY IS

TUESDAY, NOV. 7
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                                   NICE NEIGHBOR PROGRAMNICE NEIGHBOR PROGRAMNICE NEIGHBOR PROGRAMNICE NEIGHBOR PROGRAMNICE NEIGHBOR PROGRAM

Have you ever wanted to thank that neighbor who shovels your snow, cuts your
grass or picks up you mail while you’re on vacation?  Here’s your chance.  The
City of Grosse Pointe Park is starting a Nice Neighbor Program.  The program
will honor homeowners who do what they can to improve the city’s quality of life.
Recipients will be recognized in a following issue of the Communictor.

Include the nominee’s name, address,telephone number & the reason(s) you
are submitting them for a Nice Neighbor award.

Send your nominations to:

PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT
15115 East Jefferson
Grosse Ponte Park, MI   48230
ATTN:  Diane Vandenboom  or
E-mail to Vandenboomd@grossepointepark.org

   our Nice Neighbor for this issue is:   our Nice Neighbor for this issue is:   our Nice Neighbor for this issue is:   our Nice Neighbor for this issue is:   our Nice Neighbor for this issue is:

We would like to acknowledge our neighbor, Ann Harder who lives in the 1300
block of Wayburn.  She is a young widow and does all her own yard work and snow
shoveling.  Ann also does our yard work, snow shoveling and watches our house while we
are away. We would like Ann acknowledged to let her know how much we appreciate
what she does for us. She is a very sweet person.

Submitted by:
Mr. & Mrs. R. Michael 1300 Block of Wayburn

         Calendar Hi-lites
         & other cool stuff!

November 7  Election Day

November 10  Veterans Day Observed
City offices closed

November 23/24  Thanksgiving
City offices closed

November 29  Holiday Tree Lighting
and Gift Market
Tompkins Community Center 6:30 p.m.

December 2   Lunch with Santa
Tompkins Community Center

December 5   Taste of Grosse Pointe
Tompkins Community Center

December 25/26  Christmas
City offices closed

January 1  Happy New Year 2007!
City offices closed

January 15  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
City offices closed

A reminder of pertinent dates & events coming
up in our city.  Please note the dates that may be
of interest to you or your family.

REGISTRATION FOR CLASSES AND EVENTS
         Please do not use for Karate

Name:____________________________
Age:________

Name:____________________________
Age:________

Address:__________________________

Phone:____________________________

Class/Activity:_____________________

Amount:  $_____________

Please make check payable to and mail
to:

City of Grosse Pointe Park
15115 E. Jefferson Ave.
Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230
Attn: Parks & Recreation

         Election Calendar
October 10  Last day to register
to vote in Nov. 7 election.

November 4  Last day absentee
ballots can be mailed from city hall.

November 6  Absentee ballot may
be obtained until 4:00 p.m. and vote
must be cast at city hall.

November 7  Emergency ballot
may be obtained due to
an unforseen circumstance.

November 7  Polls open 7:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m.



16       Urban Forest Report

Branching Out !
“Special edition column”

By Brian ColterBy Brian ColterBy Brian ColterBy Brian ColterBy Brian Colter

Grosse Pointe Park is losing hundreds of trees a year due to the emerald ash
borer epidemic. Since 2002, nearly five hundred city ash trees have been removed.
Despite that staggering number, it’s going to get worse before it starts to get better.
Next year alone we will probably lose another 450 ash trees to the beetle. The
year after that, losses will begin to taper off. Eventually though, nearly all of our
1200 ash trees will be killed by this Asian invader.

Trees are valuable for many reasons. They consume carbon dioxide and re-
lease oxygen. Trees shade us during the summer and block the wind during winter,
thus saving energy costs. They provide habitat for the birds and other animals we
enjoy. Trees help prevent soil erosion and purify the water. They moderate noise
pollution and give us privacy. Trees are aesthetically pleasing and add value to our
homes. They protect our watershed by reducing rain runoff. Trees also offer the
community other intangible benefits, such as providing a sense of identity and a
living link between generations. Anyway you look at it; trees are a valuable asset
to any municipality.

     Return of The Mighty Elm     Return of The Mighty Elm     Return of The Mighty Elm     Return of The Mighty Elm     Return of The Mighty Elm

Although in the midst of an unprecedented epidemic,
the emerald ash borer, Grosse Pointe Park still loses ap-
proximately 3% of its elm population annually due to our
old nemesis, Dutch elm disease.  A tree synonymous with
our city nationwide, we have begun reintroducing the mag-
nificent American elm into our community with disease re-
sistant varieties.

The new elms are fast-growing, beau-
tiful trees.  In fact, in 2001 Grosse Pointe
Park won the prestigious Growth Award
from the National Arbor Day Foundation

for being the first mid-western city ending the year with more elms than it began
with.  In other words, thanks to these disease resistant trees, Grosse Pointe Park
was able to plant more elms than it lost for the first time in over 50 years.  And
we’ve repeated that feat every year since.

Most of the elms planted as replacement street trees in Grosse Pointe Park
have been hybrids.  That is, genetically, they are not 100% Ulmus americana.
They have other species of elms bred into them to make them resistant to the
fungus.  Thus, although fast growing attractive trees, they won’t look exactly
like the American elm that once graced our streets.  Pioneer and homestead are
two of my favorite elm hybrids.

The U.S. National Arboretum re-
cently released two disease tolerant American elms, ‘Valley Forge’ and ‘New
Harmony’.  The advantage of planting true Ulmus americana as opposed to a
hybrid is that the tree will have the “classic” American elm vase-like shape and
resistance to the urban environment such as tolerance to air pollution and unde-
sirable soil.  Although commercially available, these cultivars are still hard to find
for retail purchase.

Finally, for the last five years, one of the more popular trees offered by the
Grosse Pointe Park Beautification Commission’s annual tree sale has been the
Princeton elm.  This true Ulmus americana was produced from cuttings from
an American elm selected in 1920 for its classic attributes and has been proven
practically immune to Dutch-elm disease.  Look for it for sale to Grosse Pointe
Park residents in next year’s tree sale.  Now, for the first time, they are also
available large enough to be suitable for street trees.

This year we could plant more elms than we removed for the sixth year in a
row.  We have reserved dozens of American elms from four nurseries.  How-
ever, money historically budgeted for tree planting has gone towards removing
the dead ash, due to the emerald ash borer.  This spring for example, we had to
suspend all tree planting due to the lack of funds.

While we’ve been increasing our elm population overall, sadly, for the last two
years we have been removing more trees of other species than planting.  Addi-
tional funding will be required to resume our goal of replacing every tree re-
moved.

Both have proven to be great street
trees for Grosse Pointe Park.  The
homestead has a pyramidal shape and
the pioneer a global, dense crown.
They are both exceptionally fast grow-
ing. The largest tree in Grosse pointe Park has succumbed to emerald ash borer.

This huge tree on the 1100 block of bishop measured over 22 feet in circumfer-
ence.  The death of this champion tree means that a cottonwood at 805 Whittier
now holds the title of the “City’s Largest Tree”. (The green on the trunk of the
dead ash is ivy.)

           Death of a Champion!

    Contact Brian Colter at 822-6200 ext 271 or arbor2000@aol.com

The new elms are

fast growing,

beautiful trees


